CAPSULE SUMMARY
Chapel Point State Park
MIHP # CH-375

Port Tobacco vicinity
Charles County, Maryland
SP=1972

Public

Chapel Point State Park comprises approximately 828 acres in southern central Charles County along the
Port Tobacco River on Maryland’s interior coastal plain. The property was acquired by the MdDNR in 1972
(MdDNR 1994). The acreage was part of the 4,000-acre St. Thomas Manor held by the Roman Catholic Church
since 1638. The land was donated to the MADNR to protect a scenic viewshed and to protect open space
associated with the early development of the State of Maryland (MdDNR 1994). The property transferred to state
control with 19 resources, including 5 archeological sites located along the shore of the Port Tobacco River, 13
twentieth-century buildings and structures, and one boundary marker.

The appropriate historic context for evaluating the park is within the theme of public recreation during the
period 1972 to the present. The park and associated management practices that have shaped the park since 1972
are less than fifty years of age and would need to possess the qualities of exceptional significance as an historic
district for consideration under National Register Criterion Consideration G. Since the property became a park,
the land has been minimally managed to maintain open space and natural resources. MdDNR has not constructed
permanent buildings or recreation facilities on the property. Chapel Point State Park does not possess the
exceptional significance as a park or recreation area under Criterion Consideration G to qualify for listing as an
historic district in the National Register of Historic Places.

The buildings currently located on the western portion of the property are associated with two or three
tenant farms that operated during the twentieth century. None of the agricultural complexes contain an intact
collection of buildings and associated landscape features to illustrate the broad patterns of agricultural history in
Charles County from the mid-twentieth century under National Register Criterion A. The surviving resources do
not possess a significant association with the operation of St. Thomas Manor prior to 1900. The individual
buildings themselves represent a range of simple, mostly agricultural outbuildings that are undistinguished

examples of their physical design, type, period, or methods of construction under National Register Criterion C.

The archeological sites recorded within Chapel Point State Park have not been formally evaluated.
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SUMMARY

Chapel Point State Park comprises approximately 828 acres of undeveloped land that was acquired in 1972 by the State of
Maryland from the Corporation of Roman Catholic Clergymen, a body incorporate under the laws of the State of Maryland
(Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MdDNR) 2002; MdDNR Acquisition List 2002). Chapel Point State Park is located
in south central Charles County, south of the town of La Plata, on Maryland’s interior coastal plain. The park occupies the east
shore of the Port Tobacco River, which defines the park’s western boundary. The park comprises two sections that are divided by
Chapel Point Road and two outparcels that are not owned by the MADNR. One outparcel is the site of the St. Ignatius Catholic
Church and manor house, a graveyard, support residences, outbuildings, and church grounds. The second outparcel is occupied by
private residences. Chapel Point Road is not maintained by MdADNR.

The portion of the park located west of Chapel Point Road contains approximately 357 acres and occupies the low terrace near the
Port Tobacco River (MdDNR Acquisition List 2002). Three points of land jut into the river. From north to south, these points are
named Fourth Point, Deep Point, and Chapel Point. The low terrace above the Port Tobacco River is mostly broad, flat, and open.
The land rises to 30 to 40 feet above mean sea level, but slopes steeply in areas along the riverbank. This area contains cleared
farm fields, a gravel mine, lines of young trees, wooded and overgrown drainage buffers, unpaved farm roads, and a campsite
accessible by water. Some poorly drained areas fed by intermittent streams are found in the northern and southern areas of the low
terrace. A former farm road leads to a recreational boat launch located on the Port Tobacco River bank for kayaks, canoes, and
personal watercraft. The launch site is located slightly north of Deep Point in the western-central area of the park. The area below
the steep bank slope is flat, in some places graveled and littered with cobbles. The tidal Port Tobacco River waters regularly
inundate the riverbank. Despite the inundation, some of this flat area below the bank supports scrub, briars and moderately dense
undergrowth; much is open during low tides. The bank and tidally affected area are subject to severe erosion from the waters of
the Port Tobacco River.

The section of the park east of Chapel Point Road contains approximately 470 acres (MdDNR Acquisition List 2002). This area is
hilly, and, in places, the steep landscape rises abruptly to over 150 feet above mean sea level. The upland area contains semi-open,
primarily hardwood forest, with some pine. Much of this area is very severely eroded. Deep gullies have sliced into small stream
valleys. Exposed soils are sandy and gravelly except where severely eroded. In areas of severe erosion and in the bottoms of deep
gullies, dense clay subsoils are exposed. Many of these gullies carry seasonal flows of water that feed poorly drained areas. Some
roads and trails penetrate the interior of the upland area; the topography limits automobile traffic. Some short, overgrown, dirt
tracks lead off of these roads for short distances into the park interior. These short trails occasionally end in modern household

refuse dumps.

A few small, possibly seasonal, and often intermittent drainages flow from the upland interior and the terrace just above the Port
Tobacco River. The mapped drainages are unnamed branches of Wills Branch. Numerous small seasonal drainages were
observed during field visits conducted in March and April 2003.

Chapel Point State Park contains 19 resources predating 1960. Five archeological sites are identified in the Maryland
archeological site files maintained by the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) library. Four resources are prehistoric archeological
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sites. The Chapel Point site, the fifth site, spans the prehistoric and historic periods. The archeological sites are located along the
shoreline of the Port Tobacco River. The built resources include one boundary marker on the northeast corner of the St. Thomas
Manor property, and thirteen buildings and structures constructed during the twentieth century. No buildings have been
constructed to support recreational or park activities.

METHODS

The overall purpose of this project is to provide the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (MdDNR) with consistent data on the cultural resources contained within Chapel Point State Park. The survey area
consisted of MdDNR-owned lands within the park boundaries as of February 2003 based on a review of property maps verified by
the state park personnel. No MdDNR leased properties were surveyed as part of this project. Property owned by other state
agencies or private entities were not surveyed as part of this project.

Historical Research

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties forms and the archeological site files on file at MHT and MdDNR provided the
base-line data for historical research conducted for each MdDNR-owned land unit included in the survey. An analysis of the
property types and occupation periods of cultural resources provided the basis for identifying the historic themes/historic contexts
appropriate to evaluate the historic resources in the park. The development of historic contexts that encompassed the history of
land prior to state ownership was synthesized from the architectural and archeological forms and expanded to incorporate
information contained in historic maps and other secondary sources, such as published county and local histories and National
Register documentation. Research in primary archival materials, such as deed research or genealogical materials available in local
historical societies, was not conducted for this project.

Historical research also was undertaken to document the history of the MdDNR land unit. Research was conducted at MADNR to
provide an overview of how each unit came into existence and how the lands that comprise each unit were assembled. The purpose
of this research was to determine the reasons behind the establishment of the land unit and subsequent management practices.
Sources examined in this research effort included MdADNR real estate acquisition files, land unit files, personnel interviews, park
master plans, and relevant secondary sources on the development of parks in the state of Maryland.

Field Survey

Archeological reconnaissance survey focused on the relocation of archeological sites recorded in the archeological site files
maintained by MHT. The data in the archeological site files was augmented through review of published literature and
unpublished reports available at the MHT library. The mapped or reported location of each recorded site was visited and its
condition was assessed, based on surface conditions, (e.g., undisturbed, plowed, eroded, graded/contoured, collected, vandalized,
dredged, or other).

Architectural field survey comprised built resources constructed prior to 1960, the landscape elements associated with the
individual resources, and the overall landscape of the MADNR-owned land unit. The list of built resources included in the survey
was compiled from the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties maintained at the MHT and the Detailed Maintenance List
(DMI) provided by the MADNR. The DMI, compiled during the late 1990s, contained information about building materials and
components, as well as information on location, estimated construction date, dates of renovations, and an assessment of condition.
The list of built resources for survey was refined through a review of 1:600 scale maps provided by MdADNR and through
interviews with MdDNR personnel. No efforts were made to reconcile the building list for buildings identified as constructed post
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1960 beyond information gathered from knowledgeable park personnel. Construction dates for built resources were assigned
based on available MIHP or published documentation, MdDNR Detailed Maintenance Inventory (DMI), historic maps, building
construction materials, stylistic ornamentation, and building typologies.

Architectural field investigations were conducted on the exteriors of all pre-1960 buildings to verify the character-defining features
and materials of previously identified historic buildings as recorded on MIHP forms and to assess the integrity and overall physical
conditions of the exterior materials of the resources. Previously unidentified resources constructed prior to 1960 also were
surveyed. No additional architectural data or photographs were collected for pre-1960 MdDNR-owned buildings that are pending
demolition for which MADNR has obtained MHT concurrence letters or MHT Determinations of Eligibility classifying the
resource as not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The architectural survey of built resources at Chapel
Point State Park was conducted in April 2003.

Building conditions of excellent, good, fair, poor, or ruin were assigned during the architectural survey based on the physical
appearance of the exterior materials present on the resource at the time of the site visit. The building classifications do not
necessarily reflect those condition assessments recorded in the MADNR’s DMI. For the purposes of this survey, excellent was
defined as the overall absence of conditions requiring maintenance or cosmetic repairs. Good meant that building systems and
materials appeared to be sound, with minimal problems noted. Cosmetic conditions, such as minor paint failure due to age of paint
or minor deterioration of wood elements, could still be classified as good condition if they appeared to be correctable with minor
repair. Fair condition was used to denote problems in several types of exterior materials or systems, such as deterioration in wood
elements in several systems that could be corrected through maintenance, but without apparent structural damage. Poor denoted
systematic problems in several materials or systems, such as large sections of missing siding or roofing, often resulting in evidence
of structural failure. Ruin was used to classify buildings or structures that were no longer usable in their current condition.

DESCRIPTIONS

The following descriptions are organized by property types and locations within the park. The property classifications were
assigned based on the primary historic function of the property as defined by the National Register of Historic Places (U.S.
Department of Interior, National Park Service 1997). The property categories are detailed in the accompanying table.
Construction dates assigned to the built resources are based on secondary documentation, historic maps, visual inspection, personal
communications, and the MADNR detailed maintenance inventory (MdDNR DMI 2002).

PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Five recorded archeological sites are located within the boundaries of Chapel Point State Park. These cultural resources include
four prehistoric sites and one multi-component prehistoric and historic site. Three prehistoric sites are described as shell middens.
The fourth site is classified as a Late Archaic lithic artifact and shell scatter. The prehistoric component of the multi-component
site is described as an Early and Late Archaic short-term camp as well as an Early through Late Woodland shell midden. The
historic component is a cemetery that dates from the seventeenth through the early nineteenth centuries. All the identified sites are
located on a low terrace near the eastern shore of the Port Tobacco River.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA REMDVED



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. CH-375

Historic Properties Form
Name Chapel Point State Park
Continuation Sheet

Number _7_ Page 3

Archaeological Data Removed



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. CH-375

Historic Properties Form

Name Chapel Point State Park
Continuation Sheet

Number _7 Page 4

Archaeological Data Removed



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. CH-375

Historic Properties Form
Name Chapel Point State Park
Continuation Sheet

Number _7 Page 5

Archaeological Data Removed



Maryland Historical Trust
MarYIand Inventory of Inventory No. CH-375

Historic Properties Form

Name Chapel Point State Park
Continuation Sheet

Number 7 Page 6

Archaeological Data Removed

GOVERNMENT

The St. Thomas Manor Corner Boundary Marker defines the northeastern corner of the park. Access to the site of the marker is
difficult due to the rugged nature of the landscape. The marker is located in a wet, isolated, small stream valley that is fed by
intermittent, eroded stream gullies. Some of the surrounding slopes are steep-sided. The overall area is an open hardwood forest
with occasional pine and some scrub. No roads serve this area and trail traces lead to the area of the marker. The marker is an east-
facing stone tablet that tapers to a rounded point in profile. Crosses are carved on at least the east and north sides. These crosses
may represent the exterior of the corer. Flagging tape was placed on or close to the corner marker in the recent past though it is
unclear why. It is possible that this tape represents a recent boundary survey. The corner marker appears undisturbed, although its
base is settling to the south. The gullied, intermittent, small streams that feed the wetland where the corner marker is situated are
very eroded. The condition of the marker is good; however, the cormer marker may be obscured under accumulating eroded
sediments or may sink into the wetland.

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE AND DOMESTIC

With the exception of the isolated boundary marker, the built resources in the park are located in three clusters in the western
section of the park. The southernmost cluster contains a tenant house, two secondary domestic buildings, a machine shed, and a
corncrib. The central group of buildings contains a former house site, two machine sheds, and a barn. A group of four agricultural
outbuildings is located north of the central tenant house complex. The three concentrations of buildings in the park include
resources associated with both domestic and agriculture/subsistence functional categories. However, for the purposes of this
description, the buildings will be described in clusters. The buildings in each cluster may not be related historically, since they do
not exhibit the spatial relationships commonly associated with discrete farmsteads (i.e., dwellings with associated landscapes and
agricultural outbuildings that form unified or related complexes). Construction dates assigned to built resources are based on
secondary documentation, historic maps, site inspection, personal communications, and the MADNR detailed maintenance
inventory (MdDNR DMI 2002).

Southern Building Cluster

The Former Catholic Tenant House was built ca. 1955. Although the MADNR DMI dated the house to 1934 (MdDNR DMI
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2003), the house did not appear on USGS maps dated 1913 or 1954 (USGS 1913, 1954). It first was depicted on a 1968 USGS
map (USGS 1968). The house is set in a mowed and manicured lawn. Agricultural fields surround the residence and yards. The
house is located in the southwestern portion of the park near the river bank at an intersection of unpaved dirt roads that serve the
park interior. The house originally faced east towards the chapel, but the primary entry is now through the west elevation that faces
the river. The single-story, three-bay by four-bay house is covered in a coat of stucco. The house rests on a concrete foundation.
The front-facing gable roof is sheathed in brown asphalt and fiberglass shingles. A single brick chimney is located off center on
the east plane of the roof. The gable ends of the roof are finished with a raking board. A single six-over-six-light window is
located in the upper gable of the east elevation. The upper gable is sheathed with painted T1-11 siding. Each gable end contains a
centrally-located, wood door with three lights. The windows are various sizes; all are wood-sash, six-over-six-light, double-hung
units with brick, slip sills. The windows all have metal storm units. A three-bay porch spans the east elevation; the hip roof is
supported by square wood posts. The porch has a concrete slab floor and square wood railing. The porch on the west elevation is
a simple, single-bay concrete stoop with iron railings. This house is in good condition. A small amount of paint failure was noted
on the exterior. The house exhibits little integrity of design, materials, or workmanship because of modern building materials.

The Former Catholic House Shed was most likely constructed post 1960, since it is associated with the tenant house. The building
is located south of the tenant house. The building faces north in the midst of a grassy lawn. The small, wood-frame, single-story,
single-bay shed rests on a concrete-block foundation. The exterior of this shed is covered with horizontal wood siding. The
pyramidal roof is covered with wood shakes. The main entry is a single, off-center doorway. The door was originally constructed
of three panels, but one panel has now missing. A single window opening is located on east, south, and west elevations; the
windows are missing. The condition of this shed is poor. Half of the roof is missing. Heavy mildew covers the walls and roof.
Deterioration was noted on some wood elements. Metal elements are rusted. The building appears to be unstable.

The Former Catholic Pump House was also constructed ca. 1955 since it is located southwest of the tenant house. The pump house
is a small, single-cell shed that housed the apparatus that supplied the house with running water. The exterior of this small building
was covered with stucco similar to the house. The front-facing gable roof is sheathed with asphalt/fiberglass shingles. The gable
ends are finished with raking boards, while the rafter ends are exposed along the side elevations. The walls of the building are
blind. The single plywood door is off-center in the west elevation. The condition of this building is good. Selected paint failure
was noted. Some roof shingles have deteriorated.

The Former Catholic Machine Shed is a large building constructed ca. 1947 (MdDNR 2003; USGS 1954). The shed is located
west of the tenant house across a dirt road. This single-story, two-bay shed faces south. The shed is a post-in-ground construction
and is clad in vertical planks. The shed roof is sheathed with standing-seam metal. Two symmetrical open bays serve the interior
of this shed. A full-width, flat-roofed porch spans the south elevation to provide an outside storage area. Four-by-four-inch posts
sunk into the earth support the standing-seam metal porch roof. This shed is in fair condition, although post repair or replacement
is necessary as the ends of the building are beginning to exhibit sagging. This building is actively used as a maintenance facility.

Corncrib 1 is a substantial corncrib located south of the tenant house. The building is sited in a mowed area surrounded by trees
atop the bank of the Port Tobacco River. This building was constructed ca. 1900 (MdDNR DMI 2003); it appeared on the 1954
USGS map and may possible be depicted on the 1913 USGS map (USGS 1913, 1954). The one-story, three-bay by one-bay
cornerib rests on brick piers. The building has hewn log sills and wood-frame construction. The cribs are elevated substantially
above the ground surface. The floor is wood. The exterior is clad with narrow vertical wood slats. In some places, the siding has
been repaired one-by-eight-inch vertical planks. The siding is not flush. Chicken wire has been placed against the siding on the
interior of this barn. The gable ends of the corncrib open to the north and south. The gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam
metal. The corncrib has many hinged wood doors, including one in the upper south gable end. The north gable end has an empty
opening. Access to the cribs is through doors located in the gable ends and on the west elevation. A shed-roof, equipment shed
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spans the east elevation. This addition rests on a concrete slab and is clad with wider planks than the corncrib. The roof is covered
with standing-seam metal and the end bays are open. The corncrib is in fair to poor condition. Many wood members exhibit
deterioration. Insect damage was also noted. Doors and hatch openings are missing from their locations.

Central Building Cluster

The central building cluster in the western section of the park is marked by the ruin of a tenant house, which is located in a swath of
trees among farm fields along a north-to-south oriented dirt farm road. The trees serve as an erosion buffer between agricultural
fields. The residence was located on the west side of the dirt road. It is unclear from the remains what the alignment or type of
dwelling this ruin represented. No building was depicted on the 1913 USGS map, but a residence was located here by 1954

(USGS 1913, 1954). The building was demolished, partially burned and survives as a large pile of debris. Heavy domestic refuse,
automobile parts, and structural remains litter the site. It appears that other outbuildings may have stood north of the dwelling.
Structural debris may have been dumped in this area or may be related to independent structures built on the site.

A nearly intact Chicken Coop, constructed ca. 1930, is located north of the house ruin. The wood-frame, single-story building
faces south. The foundation appears to be cut timber sills seated directly upon the ground. The exterior is clad with horizontal,
flush, wood siding. The interior wall material is exposed where the siding has failed. Diagonal planking was used in the
construction. The building has a shed roof sheathed with standing-seam metal. The chicken coop has two, openings that are now
filled with chicken wire. The east bay has a single, off-center plank door that has fallen into disrepair; two thirds of the door is
missing. The condition of the chicken coop is poor. The building is becoming overgrown with vines, shrubs, and small trees.
Structurally the building appears unsound and the roof is collapsing. The window glazing is missing and the door is substantially
deteriorated.

Two machine sheds and a tobacco barn are located east of the house ruin along the north side of a short dirt lane that leads east
from the house ruin. Machine Shed 1, constructed ca. 1945 (USGS 1954), faces south. The three-bay shed is one-story and is
wood-frame construction. The foundation is a concrete wall on three sides. The exterior is clad with flush vertical planking. The
gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam metal. Three large open bays are located in the south elevation. The doors are missing.
The condition of this building is poor. Segments of the standing-seam metal roof are missing. Sections of the wood siding are
missing. The framing members are sagging.

Machine Shed 2, constructed ca. 1945, is located next to the three-bay machine shed. The one-story, two-bay, wood-frame shed
faces south. The exterior is clad with vertical plank siding that is not flush. The shallow gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam
metal. Two large open bays occupy the south elevation. The condition of this building is fair. Some of the wood elements are
deteriorating, including the vertical plank siding. The framing system appears stable and the roof is intact.

Tobacco Barn A, constructed ca. 1900, is located east of two machine sheds. The one-story, wood-frame barn is oriented on an

east-west axis. The barn rests on a concrete-block foundation. The exterior is clad with vertical planking that is not flush. The

gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam metal. Hinged vertical board wood doors are centrally located on both gable ends and
the side elevations. Some doors are missing. The interior framing of this barn is different from the other tobacco barns observed
in the park. Knee bracing made of heavy beams separates the interior bays. Beams span from the sills to a mid-height horizontal
beam and from the horizontal beam at an opposing angle to the top plate. This barn is in fair condition. Some doors are missing.
Deterioration and water damage were noted on the wood siding. Some sections of the metal roofing were missing and damaged.

Northern Building Cluster
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Three tobacco barns and one corncrib are located at the north end of the dirt farm road that provides access to the northern area of
the park. The tobacco barns all appear to date from approximately between ca. 1940 and ca. 1950. No buildings were depicted on
the 1913 USGS map, but three buildings were depicted in this location in 1954 (USGS 1913, 1954). For purposes of this
description, RCGA has numbered the tobacco barns with letter designations since the numbers assigned to the barns in the
MdADNR detailed maintenance inventory and the numbers painted on some of the barns do not reconcile.

Tobacco Barn B is located west of the dirt farm road and approximately two hundred and fifty feet north of the house ruin. The
one-story, wood-frame tobacco barn rests on a concrete-block and poured concrete foundation. Concrete slabs support concrete-
block piers under the corners of the barn. The bam is clad with vertical wood board siding that is not flush. Side-hinged sections
of the siding planks that run from ground to eave provide additional ventilation. An unglazed window opening is present in the
south gable end. Hinged doors are missing from the north gable end. Single doors are present on the side elevations and on the
south gable end. The barn is in good condition, although some doors are missing. The walls are overgrown with vines and
undergrowth.

Tobacco Barn C is located north of Tobacco Barn B. It is aligned east to west, lengthwise, and is located slightly west of the end
of the dirt farm road. The wood-frame tobacco barn rests on a concrete-block foundation. The barn is sided with vertical wood
siding that is not flush. The gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam metal. A ventilator sheathed in metal is located centrally
along the roof ridge. This mechanism is visible from the interior and provides an escape for rising hot air. Ventilation is also
provided by side-hinged sections of the vertical siding. The barn has a variety of doors on either gable end. Concrete curbing
leads from the double doors on the east gable end. The door on the south bay of the west gable end is missing; all that remains is
an empty frame. An empty, wooden window frame is centrally located in the upper quadrant of the southern elevation. A concrete
foundation is located northeast of the east gable end. This ruin appears to have once been attached to the barn exterior and may
have been the site of a former stripping shed. The condition of this barn is fair. Undergrowth is threatening this barn. Mold and
deterioration were noted on the wooden members. Some of the doors and a window are missing.

Tobacco Barn D is the northernmost tobacco barn in Chapel Point State Park. The wood-frame barn is aligned north to south.
This barn rests on a concrete-block foundation. The exterior is clad with vertical wood siding that is not flush. Side-hinged
sections of the wood siding that run from ground to eave provide ventilation. The gable roof is sheathed with standing-seam
metal. Double, hinged doors were once located on both gable ends. A single swinging door was located on one side elevation.
Many of the doors are missing. The condition of this barn is fair. Deterioration was noted on the wood siding. The roofing
exhibits rust. Doors on the gable ends and the side are now missing. The barn is becoming overgrown by undergrowth and vines.

A possible Barn Ruin is located east of Barn C. This area has an overgrown pile of debris. It is heavily overgrown and no features
of the former building appear intact.

Cornerib 2, constructed ca. 1945, is located east of Barn C and the possible barn ruin. This one-story, wood-frame corcrib faces
south. Comprised of an open bay and a smaller crib area, this corncrib rests on concrete blocks. The exterior is clad with vertical
wood siding that is not flush. The planking in the upper gable ends is slightly wider than the slats on the walls. The roof is
sheathed with standing-seam metal and has exposed rafter ends in the eaves. The north and south gable end walls feature square,
half swinging plank doors that are paired. Triangular wood hatch doors occupy the upper gable ends. Hatch doors are located
symmetrically along the walls. This building is in poor condition. It is becoming overgrown with dense vines and undergrowth.
The metal roof is rusting. Some exterior plank siding members are missing. Deterioration on wood members and insect infestation
were noted on the building.
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Machine
Shed
011 Former Charles |Mathias |Domestic Secondary pump house |ca. 1955 Good structure Appears assoc.
Catholic Point Structure 1 w/ tenant houseg
Pump
House
Machine  |Charles |Mathias [Agriculture/S|Storage equipment 1945 Poor building
Shed (3- Point ubsistence Jshed 1
bay)
Machine  |Charles |Mathias |Agriculture/S|Storage equipment 1945 Fair building
Shed (2- Point ubsistence shed 1
bay)
Tobacco Charles |Mathias |Agriculture/S|Storage tobacco barn |ca. 1900 Fair building
Bam A Point ubsistence 1
Tobacco  |Charles |Mathias |Agriculture/S|Storage tobacco barn  |1940-1950 Good building-
Barn B Point ubsistence 1
Tobacco Charles |Mathias |Agriculture/S|Storage tobacco barn  |1940-1950 Fair building+
Barn C Point ubsistence 1
Tobacco Charles |Mathias |Agriculture/S|Storage tobacco bam |1940-1950 Fair building4
Bam D Point ubsistence 1
Former Charles |Mathias |Domestic Secondary shed post 1960 Ca building
Catholic Point Structure 1
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Chicken Charles |Mathias |Domestic Secondary  |chicken coop fca. 1930 Poor building
Coop Point Structure 1
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Boundary Point marker
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8. Significance Inventory No.  CH-375

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below

X 1600-1699 ___ agriculture ___ economics — health/medicine _ performing arts

X 1700-1799 ___ archeology _ education __ industry __ philospohy

_X_ 1800-1899 ___ architecture ___ engineering ___ invention __ politics/government

—1900-19989 __ art X entertainment/ _ landscape architecture ___ religion

. 2000- —_  commerce recreation — law ___ science
__communications —ethnic heritage — literature — social history
__ community planning ___  exploration/ — maritime industry — transportation
X conservation settlement __ military . other:

Specific dates 1972 Architect/Builder N/A

Construction dates N/A

Evaluation for:

X National Register X Maryland Register not evaluated

_ Prepare a on_e-paragrz-a;)h summary statement of signiﬁc:;ncé addressing E;ppli(-;é“bl'é criteria, followed i:)_y a narrative discussion of
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

SUMMARY

Chapel Point State Park comprises approximately 828 acres in southern central Charles County along the Port Tobacco River on
Maryland’s interior coastal plain. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources acquired the acreage in 1972 from the
Corporation of the Roman Catholic Clergymen (MdDNR 1994). The acreage was part of the landholdings of the Roman Catholic
Church associated with the 4,000-acre St. Thomas Manor patented in 1638. The land was donated to the MdDNR to protect a
scenic viewshed and to retain open space associated with the early development of the State of Maryland (MdDNR 1994). Since
1972, the property has remained undeveloped. MdDNR has not constructed any buildings on the property and the property has
been minimally managed.

The property was transferred to state control with 19 resources. Five archeological sites located along the shore of the Port
Tobacco River were documented in the archeological site files maintained by the Maryland Historical Trust. Thirteen buildings and
structures were constructed during the twentieth century. The buildings include one tenant house, several secondary domestic
structures, two corncribs, two machine sheds, and four tobacco barns. The buildings are located in three concentrations in the
western section of the park. An isolated boundary marker is located in the northeast corner of the property.

The purpose of this Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) form is to evaluate Chapel Point State Park as a potential
historic district and to assess each MADNR-owned built resource constructed prior to 1960 applying the National Register Criteria
for Evaluation (36 CFR Part 60.4[a-d]), the criteria for Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (Annotated Code of Maryland,
Article 83B, Title 5), and guidance for the evaluation of cultural landscapes. The resources were evaluated individually and
collectively, as appropriate.

As a park, the appropriate historic context for evaluating the park is within the theme of public recreation during the period 1972 to
the present. The park and associated management practices that have shaped the park since 1972 are less than fifty years of age.
Thus, Chapel Point State Park would need to possess the qualities of exceptional significance as an historic district for
consideration under National Register Criterion Consideration G. Since the property became a park, the land has been minimally
managed to maintain open space and natural resources. MADNR has not constructed permanent buildings or recreation facilities on
the property. Thus, it appears that Chapel Point State Park does not possess the exceptional significance as a park or recreation area
under Criterion Consideration G to qualify for listing as an historic district in the National Register of Historic Places.

Historically, the land comprising Chapel Point State Park was associated with the seventeenth-century settlement of Maryland and
the activities of the Jesuits to christianize native peoples and to support Catholics in Maryland. Due to the history of the property
and its association with the seventeenth-settlement of Maryland, Chapel Point State Park possesses the potential to contain
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important historical archeological sites. As of 2003, no large-scale systematic archeological survey has been undertaken of the
property to determine the pattern of seventeenth-century settlement on the property.

The buildings currently located on the western portion of the property are associated with two or three tenant farms that operated
during the twentieth century. None of the tenant complexes are complete. The buildings and the agricultural patterns do not have a
particularly strong association with the operation of St. Thomas Manor prior to 1900. The twentieth-century tenant complexes
represent the last 70 years of tenancy on the property. At that time, the Jesuit order was phasing out their ownership of the property,
which they turned over to MADNR in 1972. None of the agricultural complexes contain an intact collection of buildings and
associated landscape features to illustrate the broad patterns of agriculture in Charles County during the mid twentieth century under
National Register Criterion A. The complexes are not documented as associated with significant historical persons under National
Register Criterion B. The individual buildings themselves represent a range of utilitarian, mostly agricultural outbuildings that are
undistinguished examples of their physical design, type, period, or methods of construction under National Register Criterion C.
The prehistoric sites and historic sites recorded within Chapel Point State Park have not been formally evaluated for National
Register eligibility.

PARK HISTORY

Chapel Point State Park comprises approximately 827 acres in southern central Charles County, south of the town of La Plata, on
Maryland’s interior coastal plain. The park occupies the east bank of the Port Tobacco River, which defines the park’s western
boundary. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources purchased the acreage in 1972 for the sum of $10.00 from the
Corporation of Roman Catholic Clergymen, a body incorporate under the laws of the State of Maryland (MdDNR 1994). The
acreage had been part of the landholdings of the Roman Catholic Church since the 4,000-acre St. Thomas Manor grant was patented
in 1638. The land was given to the MADNR to protect a scenic view shed and to maintain open space associated with the early
development of the State of Maryland (MdDNR 1994). The property transferred with a variety of built resources that were
constructed during the twentieth century. These built resources included one tenant house, secondary domestic structures, two
corncribs, two machine sheds, and four tobacco barns. All of these buildings are located in the western section of the park.

Since 1972, the property has remained undeveloped. MdDNR has not constructed permanent buildings on the property and the
property has been minimally managed. The acreage on the level topography near the river has been leased for agriculture. Some
edge habitat plantings have been cultivated to support the propagation of game species. Examination of the landscape suggests that
some tree planting has occurred during the last twenty years. The western section of the park is a no-hunt area. Duck blinds have
been installed along the shoreline of the Port Tobacco River. A sand boat launch for canoes, kayaks, and personal watercraft was
established north of Deep Point by 1994. The boat launch area has an unimproved gravel parking area. Access to the west section
of the park is provided by unimproved former farm lanes. In 2002, a paddle-in campsite was established on the property.

The eastern section of the park is primarily forested. No improvements have been undertaken in this area. Hunting is permitted in
this section of the park. Some former farm lanes and trails penetrate this area, but the topography limits vehicular access.

The primary recreation activities at Chapel Point State Park are hunting, fishing, boating, and occasional camping (MdDNR 2003).
Approximately 106 acres are under agricultural leases. In April 2003, a tenant resided on the property and maintained some of the
grounds. As of 1994, the planned future use of the park was described as to “continue historic purposes through resource-based
undeveloped uses as part of the Potomac River Greenway” (MdDNR 1994).

EVALUATION
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The purpose of this Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) form is to evaluate Chapel Point State Park as a potential
historic district and to assess each MADNR-owned built resource constructed prior to 1960 applying the National Register Criteria
for Evaluation (36 CFR Part 60.4[a-d]) and the criteria for Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (Annotated Code of
Maryland, Article 83B, Title 5), collectively and individually, as appropriate. In order to undertake this evaluation, it is appropriate
to discuss the park as a cultural landscape applying the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and Guidelines for Evaluating and
Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes (McClelland and Keller 1995) and Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes
(Birnbaum 1996). Elements examined as part of this analysis included spatial patterns and land use, topography, water features,
circulation networks, cultural traditions, buildings and structures, clusters, and archeological sites.

Chapel Point State Park was acquired in 1972 from the Corporation of Roman Catholic Clergymen. The property had been Jesuit
land since it was patented in 1638. The Corporation of Roman Catholic Clergymen retains approximately 10.6 acres located in an
outparcel near Chapel Point Road near the middle of the park. The primary buildings associated with the property retained by the
Catholic Church include St. Thomas Manor (CH-6), St. Ignatius Church, a servant’s quarters, a tobacco barn, and a corncrib. These
buildings are not owned by MADNR. The buildings and the 10.6 acres were listed in the National Register of Historic Places. In
addition, the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) holds an easement on the church and manor.

The property that was given to the State of Maryland to create Chapel Point State Park contained portions of the historic church
compound occupied by the Jesuit priests, the wharf and industrial/crafts area located on or near Chapel Point, and tenanted
leaseholds. The twentieth-century buildings currently in the park are located in the western portion of the park between the Chapel
Point Road and Port Tobacco River. The buildings range in construction dates from ca. 1900 to ca. 1950 and are accessed by
several unpaved farm lanes. The eastern section of the park has been allowed to reforest; no buildings or structures survive in that
area, with the exception of a boundary marker.

As a park, the appropriate historic context for evaluating the park is the theme of public recreation during the period 1972 to the
present. The management practices that have shaped the park since 1972 are less than fifty years of age. Thus, Chapel Point State
Park must possess the qualities of exceptional significance to qualify as an historic district for listing under National Register
Criterion Consideration G. Since the property became a park, the land has been minimally managed to maintain open space and
natural resources. MdDNR has not constructed permanent buildings or recreation facilities on the property. Chapel Point State
Park does not possess the exceptional significance as a park or recreation area under Criterion Consideration G to qualify for listing
as an historic district in the National Register of Historic Places.

Historically, the land comprising Chapel Point State Park was associated with the early settlement of Maryland. The acreage was
initially settled during the 1630s and 1640s by the Society of Jesus of the Roman Catholic Church and their tenants and was
associated with efforts to christianize native peoples and support Catholics in Maryland. As such, the property is associated with
the seventeenth-century settlement of Maryland. The history of the property suggests that the park possesses the potential to
contain historic archeological resources. In 1985, the Piscataway Nation sought 10 acres of the land at Chapel Point State Park to
use for ceremonies (Bastian n.d.) Mervin Savoy reported an Indian cemetery on a 10-acre plot on the point. This cemetery appears
to coincide with that which contained European burials dating to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. As of 2003, no
comprehensive systematic archeological survey has been undertaken of the property.

From the initial settlement during the seventeenth century to its transfer to the State of Maryland, the property that is now Chapel
Point State Park was divided between the church lot and tenant leaseholds, whose rents and/or produce supported the activities of
the Jesuit priests. Evidence of the former agricultural history of the park has been largely erased from the eastern portion of the
park by reforestation. The buildings currently located on the western portion of the property are associated with two or three tenant
farms that operated during the twentieth century. None of these agricultural complexes contain a complete collection of buildings
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and associated landscape features to illustrate the broad patterns of agricultural history in Charles County during the mid twentieth
century (Criterion A). The southernmost tenant house complex contains the only surviving house, a few secondary domestic
outbuildings, and a corncrib. No barns associated with the southernmost tenant complex survive. The central tenant complex
contains a house site, a chicken coop, two machine sheds, and a tobacco barn. The northernmost complex of buildings contains
three tobacco barns and a corncrib. It is unknown if this latter complex of agricultural buildings was associated with a tenant
house. The buildings and the agricultural patterns do not possess a significant association with the operation of St. Thomas Manor
prior to 1900. The twentieth-century tenant complexes represent the last approximate 70 years of tenancy on the property. During
this period, the Jesuits were phasing out their utilization of the property, which they turned over to MdDNR in 1972. No persons
significant in history have been documented as associated with these buildings under National Register Criterion B.

The individual buildings represent a range of simple, mostly agricultural outbuildings that are undistinguished examples of their
physical design, type, period, or methods of construction under National Register Criterion C. The four tobacco barns are
associated with the resurgence of tobacco growing in Charles County during the first half of the twentieth century.

Chapel Point _ 1as the potential to be an historic site, but the site has not been officially evaluated
applying the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. The prehistoric archeological sites recorded within Chapel Point State Park
have not been formally evaluated.

RESOURCE HISTORY

The prehistoric and historic contexts relevant to Charles County have been organized around chronological periods and themes
identified by the MHT in its cultural resources documents (Weissman 1987; MHT 2000).

The Paleo-Indian/Early Archaic Period (ca. 11,000-6,500 B.C.)

The Paleo-Indian/Early Archaic period spanned the time from about 12,000 to 6,500 B.C. The continuity of adaptive pattern
throughout these periods (Gardner 1979, 1983) found in archeological investigations at the Flint Run Paleo-Indian Complex in the
Shenandoah Valley, Virginia suggests that grouping them is warranted. Diagnostic artifacts for the early portion of this temporal
period (Paleo-Indian period) include Clovis, Mid-Paleo, and Dalton projectile point types. Side-notched and corner-notched
projectile points such as Palmer, Kirk, and Warren types are associated with the later portion (Early Archaic) (Custer 1984:43;
Gardner 1980:3). Most of these projectile point types have been identified in collections from southern Maryland (Wanser 1982).

The environment at this time was conditioned by the transition between Late Pleistocene and Holocene climates. Climatic episodes
defined by Carbone (1976) for the Shenandoah Valley are broadly applicable to the study area. Episodes pertinent to the Paleo-
Indian period are the Late Glacial (ca. 15,000 - 8,500 B.C.) and the Pre-Boreal/Boreal (8,500 - 6,700 B.C.) (Custer 1984;
Kavanagh 1982; Steponaitis 1983). The Late Glacial represents the terminal Pleistocene and the "last effects of the glaciers upon
climate in the Middle Atlantic area" (Custer 1984:44). Pollen records suggest that tundra conditions existed as far south as central
Pennsylvania at about 9,300 B.C. (Kavanagh 1982:8). Farther south, pollen and faunal assemblage data indicate a "mosaic" pattern
of vegetation (Custer 1984:44). Carbone described the Late Glacial vegetation in the Shenandoah Valley as composed of
microhabitats, including mixed deciduous gallery forests near the river, mixed coniferous-deciduous forest and grasslands in the
foothills and valley floor, coniferous forest on the high ridges, and alpine tundra in the mountains (Kavanagh 1982:8). Steponaitis
(1983:39) has suggested that the Late Glacial vegetational assemblage along the Patuxent River drainage in Anne Arundel County
"may have included spruce and pine as the dominant woody taxa, with stands of deciduous trees occurring in the more protected
areas." It is probable that the faunal assemblage included Pleistocene megafauna, although the extent of human reliance on these
animals is debated (Custer 1984; Gardner 1980; Kavanagh 1982).
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The Pre-Boreal/Boreal climatic episode was a period of transition from the late Pleistocene into the full Holocene. Climatic change
involved warmer summer temperatures, with continued wet winters. Vegetation shifted in response to these changes, and for the
Shenandoah Valley, Carbone (1976:186) suggested "the expansion of coniferous and deciduous elements and a reduction in open
habitats." Subarctic woodland probably covered the high elevations, with coniferous forests on the slopes and a mixed coniferous-
deciduous forest on the valley floors and footlands (Carbone 1976:186). The faunal assemblage may have included moose, bear,
elk, deer, and smaller game animals (Kavanagh 1982; Johnson 1986).

Gardner (1979, 1983) has identified six site types in the Shenandoah Valley Paleo-Indian settlement system. These may be more
widely applicable in the Middle Atlantic (Custer 1984). They include: (1) quarry sites; (2) quarry reduction stations; (3) quarry-
related base camps; (4) base camp maintenance stations; (5) outlying hunting stations; and, (6) isolated point finds. High-quality
lithics were the focal point for the settlement system, and hunting was the subsistence base (Custer 1984; Gardner 1979; Stewart
1980).

The rationale for including the traditional Early Archaic in the Paleo-Indian period is that the settlement and subsistence patterns
seem not to have changed substantially. This notion is supported by evidence of continuity in lifeways from a number of areas in
the Middle Atlantic, including Delaware (Custer 1984), the Shenandoah Valley (Gardner 1980), and the Great Valley of Maryland
and Pennsylvania (Stewart 1980). It appears that the settlement/subsistence regime had begun to incorporate a more diversified
resource base by the Kirk phase, which perhaps can be viewed as transitional to the Archaic. For example, Stewart (1980:6) has
interpreted the use of rhyolite in the Great Valley during this phase as indicative of expansion into new environmental zones as the
hunting-based economy refocused on more diverse species. In Northern Virginia, Johnson (1986:2-11) noted larger numbers of
sites and projectile point finds from the Kirk phase, which he has interpreted as a result of the diversifying subsistence base.

Archaic Period (ca. 6,500-1,000 B.C.)

The Archaic Period encompassed the periods traditionally referred to as Middle Archaic (6,500 - 3,000 B.C.) and Late Archaic
(3,000 - 1,000 B.C.). Diagnostics of the Middle Archaic include bifurcate base points like St. Albans, LeCroy, and Kanawha, as
well as the Stanly, Morrow Mountain, Guilford, and Neville types (Custer 1984; Stewart 1980). The date of 6,500 B.C. marks the
emergence of the full Holocene environment and corresponds to the beginning of the Atlantic climatic episode. This episode
involved a warm and humid period that continued to about 5,000 B.C., followed by a cooling trend (Custer 1984:62-63). Gardner
has summarized human adaptation in response to the Holocene environment:

By 6,500 B.C., the Post-Pleistocene conditions had changed so dramatically that the adaptations of the long-lived Paleo-Indian-
Early Archaic system could no longer function in a viable manner. The hunting emphasis was thus abandoned and general foraging
rose to pre-eminence. This resulted in a major settlement shift away from a primary focus on sources of cryptocrystalline stone and
the distribution of generalized, but seasonally available set of resources [Gardner 1987:77].

Diagnostics of the Middle Archaic found in southern Maryland include most of the known projectile point types of the Middle
Atlantic Region; these include the Stanly/Neville, Morrow Mountain, and Stark stemmed forms, and the Guilford lanceolate form.
Relatively few archeological sites containing Middle Archaic artifacts have been examined within Maryland Research Unit 11
(Wesler et al. 1981); although this may be due, in part, to inundation of lower river areas caused by sea level rise during the Middle
Holocene. A number of sites containing Middle Archaic diagnostic artifact types have been reported along Zekiah Swamp, but
these have not been studied in detail.

The Late Archaic occurred roughly within the Atlantic/Sub-Boreal Transition (3,000 - 700 B.C.). This was a warm, dry period that
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"culminated in the xerothermic or ‘climatic optimum' around 2,350 B.C., when it was drier and 2? C warmer than modern
conditions" (Kavanagh 1982:9). Vegetation patterns included the reappearance of open grasslands, and an expansion of oak-
hickory forests in the valley floors and on hillsides.

Diagnostics of the Late Archaic in the study area are thought to include Piscataway, Vernon, Holmes, Susquehanna Broadspear, and
Dry Brook projectile points. Scattered campsites focused on major rivers appear to have formed a major element within the
settlement pattern (Wesler et al. 1981:181). The large number of Late Archaic diagnostic projectile points recovered along Zekiah
Swamp indicate that exploitation of this interior zone was an important part of the local settlement system. Schmitt (1952)
identified a Zekiah Swamp variant of the Fishtail point that probably dates from the Late Archaic.

It is interesting to note that Custer does not accept the broadspear and fishtail styles as cultural markers. Instead, he interprets them
as "a distinctive set of tools and knives that are in no way connected with special groups of people" (Custer 1984:79). His
interpretation is in accord with the earlier empirical work by Cook (1976a) and Dunn (1984) indicating that such points were used
as knives. Custer feels that such points are cutting tools, and postulates that the Bare Island/Lackawaxen (locally, Holmes) point
type continued as the associated projectile through the Late Archaic.

Woodland Period (1,000 B.C. to A.D. 1600)

In general, this period corresponds to the Sub-Atlantic climatic episode (ca. 940 B.C. - modem times). While it has been customary
to characterize the environment after at least 3,000 B.P. as approximating modern conditions, it also is apparent that climatic
changes of varying intensities took place during this period. The episodic nature of climatic change documented for the
Shenandoah Valley by Carbone (1976, 1982) can be seen to have continued, at least in attenuated form, into the Late Holocene.
The episodes or perturbations that characterized the Late Holocene represent minor changes in comparison to the variations that
took place earlier in the Holocene; nonetheless, evidence indicates that "locally significant changes did occur” (Bryson and
Wendland 1967:281).

The short-term perturbations that characterized the Late Holocene climatic structure are of interest because it appears that times of
environmental stress can be expected at periods of transition between episodes (Carbone 1976; Custer 1980). Carbone (1976:200)
noted three of these possible stress periods: (1) 3,000 - 2,600 B.P., Sub-Boreal/Sub-Atlantic transition; (2) 1,750 -1,305 B.P., Sub-
Atlantic/Scandic transition; and, (3) 870 B.P., Neo-Atlantic/Pacific transition. Wendland and Bryson proposed that:

The step-wise model of climatic change suggests that dependent environmental variables, i.e., climatic "proxies," should record
these abrupt discontinuities in their own response to the climate. If climatic discontinuities are sufficiently abrupt and of sufficient
magnitude, environmental subsystems which respond to the climate should contain discontinuities in their record, thus providing a
"proxy" indicator of the covariate, climate [Wendland and Bryson 1974:10].

They analyzed pollen record discontinuities and cultural continuities worldwide, and demonstrated that the potential stress periods
noted above were characterized by botanical and cultural discontinuities on a global level. On the regional level, correspondences
between climatic/environmental patterns and cultural sequences during the Woodland have been noted for the Middle Atlantic as a
whole (Carbone 1982), and for the Shenandoah Valley (Fehr 1983).

The Early Woodland subperiod can be dated from about 1,000 - 500 B.C. (Gardner 1982). Characteristic ceramics of the period
include steatite-tempered Marcey Creek and Seldon Island wares, and sand-tempered Accokeek wares. Fishtail and corner-notched
projectile point forms have been found in association with these early ceramics in southern Maryland and nearby areas. Wesler et
al. (1981) also include Popes Creek Net-Impressed ceramics in the Early Woodland, although this type more often is viewed as a
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marker of the Middle Woodland (Gardner 1982; Stewart 1981). The Calvert and Rossville projectile points apparently are
associated with Accokeek and Popes Creek ceramics (Wesler et al. 1981:183).

Gardner (1982:58-60) has proposed two settlement pattern models for the Late Archaic to Early Woodland on the Inner Coastal
Plain. The "fusion-fission" model suggests that macro-social population units fused seasonally along both fresh and salt water
estuaries to exploit fish runs, and that populations dispersed seasonally to form micro-social unit camps involved in exploiting other
resources. The "seasonal shift" model suggested that the same population formed macro-social and micro-social unit camps in both
fresh water and salt water zones, and moved laterally between these zones on a seasonal basis (Gardner 1982:59).

Diagnostics of the Middle Woodland (ca. 500 B.C. - A.D. 1000) in the Coastal Plain include Popes Creek Net-Impressed and
Mockley ceramics. Other Middle Woodland sites are identified by projectile points including Fox Creek, Selby Bay, and (for the
terminal Middle Woodland) Jack's Reef types. Middle Woodland subsistence is thought to have depended heavily on riverine and
estuarine resources; no definite evidence for horticulture has been found in the region for this period. Site location generally is
associated with the presence of aquatic resources.

On the Coastal Plain, the shell-tempered Townsend series dominated after A.D. 900 (Clark 1980:18). Crushed-rock tempered
Potomac Creek ware appeared somewhat later and was prevalent in the Inner Coastal Plain/Fall Line areas (Egloff and Potter
1982:112). Moyaone ware is a minority type associated with the Potomac Creek ceramic tradition (Stephenson et al. 1963:120-
125). The greatest concentration of Potomac Creek ceramics is restricted to the inner coastal plain of the Potomac River, where it is
thought to be associated with early seventeenth century Conoy Indian groups, such as the Piscataway in Maryland and the Tauxent
and Potomac (Patawomeke) groups in Virginia (Egloff and Potter 1982:112; Cissna 1986:15; Clark 1980:8; Potter 1982:133-135;
Potter 1993:125). Both Townsend and Potomac Creek ceramic types have been identified on the Western Shore. Triangular
projectile points are also a diagnostic artifact of the Late Woodland period, and they persisted until European contact.

Wesler et al. (1981:109) have summarized the general Late Woodland pattern of the Western Shore as follows: the basic
subsistence pattern was one of staple agriculture, supporting large agricultural villages nsually in floodplain settings. Hunting and
gathering were not neglected, as upland campsites and estuarine shell middens are well known.

The period after A.D. 1500 was characterized by increasing social and political centralization among many native Algonquian
groups of the Virginia-Maryland Tidewater. Ethnohistoric and archeological data suggests that the Piscataway, Patawomeke, and
other groups in Virginia and Maryland may have formed an interdistrict alliance in the inner coastal plain prior to European contact
(Potter 1993:151). Potter (1993)